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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Bradley, Dan Fowler, Ed Ford, Mike Chambers, Jeanette Cowherd, Alicia Stephens,
Stephanie Neppl, Mike Kellam, Josh Hurlbert, Lynn McClure, Jason Brown, Teresa Loar
KCMO GO Bond proposals
Councilman Dan Fowler reviewed the General Obligation bond status. He said initially there was going to be a one‐ballot
question proposition but the bond council said they would advise against this due the ‘Rule of Doubleness’ which states
it is not lawful to have more than one topic covered by a ballot question. He noted that any challenge to the legality of
the ballot language could hold it up 2‐3 years. The Bond counsel recommended splitting it into three questions:
1) $600 million for construction/reconstruction of streets, bridges and sidewalks
2) $150 million for flood control projects
3) $50 mil for animal shelter and other public buildings which are not ADA compliant (City Hall and Starlight Theatre)
Councilman Fowler noted that a bit of tweaking is still needed to the three questions and the Council will vote today on
the ballot language. An accompanying resolution will include a project list which is a 20‐year span of projects. The tax
increase is unknown at this time and Fowler said the resolution will not be voted on today. The sidewalks issue is very
contentious and the council is currently split. Councilwoman Loar said sidewalks have become a big problem because
people have always paid for their sidewalk and now we are proposing building them for free.
Lynn McClure made the following motion: “The Platte County EDC Public Policy committee recommends that the Platte
County EDC Board take a position on the GO Bond issue when a project list has been determined.” Ed Ford seconded the
motion. A vote was taken. All were in favor with no against and no abstentions.
Park Hill no‐tax Increase ballot issue
Dr. Jeanette Cowherd presented on Park Hill School District’s No‐tax‐increase bond issue of $110 million which will be on
the April 4 ballot. The school district has experienced steady growth for 33 years and its last tax increase was in 2002.
The district has the capacity to do a no‐tax increase bond issue to meet facility needs and this bond issue is about
facilities – construction and equipping of two schools plus an innovation studio. Also, if economic conditions allow they
will build a transportation center. Dr. Cowherd asked for the committee’s endorsement. Ed Bradley made the following
motion: “The Platte County EDC Public Policy committee recommends that the PCEDC board support the no‐tax increase
of Park Hill School District.” The motion was seconded by Ed Ford. All were in favor with the exception of Mike
Chambers, who abstained from the vote. None were opposed.
MEDC Legislative update
Stephens referred the committee to the latest Missouri EDC update which is distributed to MEDC members.
MEDC, NRC Jeff City dates
MEDC and Northland Chamber have upcoming trips to Jefferson City on Feb 6.
2017 Legislative Priorities
Stephens advised that the legislatives priority list is a fluid document and it will be amended as needed.
Other issues discussed during the meeting
 Teresa Loar noted that the city has hired consultant to begin some 1‐on‐1 conversation with opinion leaders about the
airport. They will go out and do confidential interviews.
 Ed Ford said the minimum wage issue will potentially be on the August ballot. The PCEDC has not taken an issue on this
as Stephens noted Platte County businesses say they are already paying above minimum wage. Ed believes the new issue
goes to $15 per hour.
 A list of ballot issues will be provided at the February Public Policy meeting.
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Bradley, Ed Ford, Mike Chambers, Alicia Stephens, Mike Kellam, Josh
Hurlbert, Lynn McClure, Jason Brown
State Legislation updates
 Real ID bill is moving through the House and Senate. House bill sponsored by Corlew, Senate by
Ryan Silvey. The bills are presented to provide citizens a choice – an ID allowed by Homeland
Security or one that is not. Ed Ford and Mike Chambers made a motion to recommend to the board,
support of the bills. In further discussion, it was noted that if Missouri does not comply then
alternative IDs will be needed to fly and to access military bases (active duty, retirees and employees).
Nine legislators have asked the Attorney General to exempt Missouri from this federal mandate that
some see as governmental over reach. They are going to try to stall the bill until the AG can weigh in
on the issue. A vote was taken and motion carried. Note of action post committee meeting, legislators
tried to attach more than a dozen amendments to the bill but failed.


Stephens reported that a tax credit commission has been appointed to review all available state tax
credit programs. She noted that this is not the first time a review has occurred. The Committee
agreed that we must watch this issue very carefully.



Representative Gary Cross from Lee’s Summit introduced a bill to remove property tax. He did not
however, state how to cover the shortfall it would cause. The bill has not gotten any traction.



There was some discussion about Gubernatorial appointments which have none from Kansas City and
certainly not the Northland. Stephens met with Paul Eisentein, an appointed Senior Advisor for
EcoDevo.



Stephens recapped the MEDC Conference, its presentation to the Eco Devo Committee and the
evening reception. The NRC’s dinner was well-attended. Marshall & Schaaf did not attend the events.



CID legislation allowing a CID to cover multiple jurisdictions i.e. Clay & Platte Counties may be
coming back. Schaaf has indicated he would support it.



Charter schools information was provided by Jeanette Cowherd. School districts do not oppose
charter schools but do insist that they be held to the space accountability as public schools. The Platte
County superintendents will keep us posted and let us know if they need additional support.



Prevailing wage discussions are in committee. Requiring prevailing wage on projects regardless of
size ties the hands of the smaller communities/projects. PCEDC has on its priority list that the
legislature should consider an exemption based on project size.

KCI Update
Stephens reported that a small Northland group continues to work on a better KCI. Many feel that the
Kansas threat of replacing KCI with a JoCoKS airport should be taken seriously. Hurlbert informed that
committee that even if it can be done it would take at least a decade; the FAA approval process is intense.
Federal legislation
Coalition Against Bigger Trucks – Stephens share an email she received urging us to oppose legislation
that would allow longer double-trailer trucks. Hurlbert that Congressman Graves met with CABT. Law
enforcement supports CABT. In 2015, Congress did not expand the truck allowances.
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KCMO Minimum Wage Ordinance
Ed Ford shared that a judge upheld the City’s decision to put the issue on the August ballot (instead of
April). The legislation would put the KCMO minimum wage at $10.00/hour immediately and up to
$15/hour by 2020. We will continue to watch this in August.
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In attendance: Ed Bradley, Ed Ford, Mike Kellam, Ron Schieber, Alicia Stephens, Lynette Palmer
State Legislation updates
● MEDC has items on the list the PCEDC has not been following, but of note is Missouri Economic Development and
Infrastructure Investment Act. Written in simplified version for easier understanding than in the past.
●

Mercury Alliance Transportation update . HCR 47 Highway System Task force – The committee decided this should
be on this list of items to include in letters of support. The renewal fee for Mercury Alliance update is $250. Sheila
will be serving on the board and may be better for the future of the Mercury Alliance Transportation. Ed Ford noted
that the niche for Mercury Alliance is big corporations.

●

Real ID bill is moving through the House and Senate. House bill sponsored by Corlew, Senate by Ryan Silvey. The
bills are presented to provide citizens a choice – an ID allowed by Homeland Security or one that is not. In further
discussion, it was noted that if Missouri does not comply then alternative IDs will be needed to fly and to access
military bases (active duty, retirees and employees). Stephens noted that Fort Leavenworth is already requiring
other identification other than Missouri License.

●

Minimum Wage is an August Ballot issue. Position was suggested to watch the issue and not take a direct stance. Ed
Ford challenged and asked if we should look at supporting the issue to be a state wide issue, not a local jurisdiction
decision. The question will be sent to the Board to discuss if PCEDC should take a position.

●

Prevailing wage discussions are in committee. Requiring prevailing wage on projects regardless of size ties the hands
of the smaller communities/projects. PCEDC has on its priority list that the legislature should consider an exemption
based on project size. Remain on Legislative priorities watch list.

●

Charter Schools in 1st Class Counties. Alicia reported that all local superintendents are opposed. The committee
didn’t feel it had enough information to make a decision yet. Lynette Palmer to attend Legislative Lunch on 3/17 to
hear additional information and report back. PCEDC to watch it for now, further discussion at the next meeting.

KCI Update
● Currently a poll is underway using a different contractor than the one the city uses.
● Northland Chamber and the PCEDC are sharing the cost of a consultant to assist with communication, and have
agreed to extend the contract one more month.
KCMO Ballot
● Question 4 - Initiative Position – Central City Economic Development Sales Tax – Citywide tax to fund the Paseo
district
● Park Hill District Board Members, three seats to be elected.
● Platte City Special Road District board members, 1 seat, 3 candidates
Other topics
● Rep. Nick Marshall survey is available online addressing some legislative topics. The survey may be the best
option to have opinions heard.
2017 Legislative priorities
● Letters of support for
o Real ID
o Prevailing Wage
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Bradley, Ed Ford, Mike Kellam, Mike Chambers, Pat Contreras, Mike Reardon, Alicia
Stephens, Lynette Palmer
State Legislation updates
 MEDC has items on the list the PCEDC has not been following, but of note is:
o Senate approves the Prescription Drug monitoring program, and has moved to the House where it
anticipated to have problems moving forward.
o Real ID – Approved by Senate Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee, now has been placed on the senate
calendar for debate. Kevin Corlew’s bill allows residents to have a choice of ID type, if not approved, there
may not be an extension beyond January 2018 for Missouri ID’s to be allowed for travel.
o Missouri Works Program – House Committee held a hearing to make changes to the program.
o Tax Credit Task Force ‐ Set up to research, review and remove credits the state considers unnecessary and
will have a significant impact on small towns. Matt Webster is monitoring this task force.
o Full Funding K‐12 – email provided by Jeanette Cowherd, Park Hill‐ Funding sources are not stable or
sustainable, and may not be done in a fiscally responsible manner at this time due to state budget shortfalls.
o Prevailing wage – continue to watch the progress, Mike Kellam was in Jeff City this past week and it does not
sound like it will be approved.
o Blue Ribbon Commission – 2012 Transportation – Kevin Corlew pushing to keep the commission, HDR47
Highway system task force, Mercury alliance will continue to watch.
KCI Update
 Alicia reported the Northland Chapter and the PCEDC continue to attend meetings; KCADC has taken a position
to support the single terminal. EDKC is leaning toward taking a position to support, but has not been made
official. Full report will be provided to the Board on 4/28. Pat Kline and the city manager have been doing
neighborhood messaging. Draft letter in the packet will be presented to the board for approval next week.
 Passing of the GO Bond has provided momentum to City Hall.
 Jeff Elsea shared Pat Kline will be presenting to Rotary on May 31st at Granite City.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
 MARC & MoDot both gave separate studies last year regarding the bridge. MoDot plans $50M to repair with a
two year closure. Wes Minder with PEL ‐ Planning Environmental Linkages is working on the impact of a 2 year
closure and recommending replacement instead, as the two year closure would be detrimental to northland
growth. There is no single source for funding, but groups are willing to find sources. Ed Ford is testifying this
morning, will 1. Give them authority to find funding, 2. Remind them this is not a Northland Issue 3. MoDot plan
is not acceptable.
Go Rail – Jeff Holliday sent a letter to PCEDC to support Go Rail. PCEDC has not taken an official position.
S.H.I.P – Coalition pushing for 91,000 lb., six‐ axel trucks to be allowed, and use a 10 state pilot program. Ed Ford
recommended PCEDC not take a stand, just watch the issue.
Next Meeting –
May 18, 2017 at 7:30 ‐ The meeting will be after senate breaks, so we will ask senators to attend.
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Bradley, Mike Kellam, Mike Chambers, Pat Contreras, Mike Reardon, Audry Hall, Len McClure, Dr.
Jeanette Cowherd, Josh Hurlbert, Alicia Stephens, Lynette Palmer
2017 Legislative Wrap Up
 Real ID -HB 151- Passed
 Highway System Taskforce –HCS HCR 47 – Adopted by the senate on 5/10/17 – Transportation may not be complete even
next year.
o There are two positions on the Highway Commission; PCEDC did a letter of support to nominate Craig Porter from
Kearny to fill one slot.
o Elsea asked, where is the appointment of the DED director, since the DED director will be part of HCR 47 task
force? Stephens answered, the interim director is Mike Downing, and Paul Eisenstein was brought on board to
assess how Missouri Partnership and DED work and that there is not overlap. With DED funding cut, the governor
is trying to find a funding source.
o Hurlbert added – There is only one year left for Missouri to apply for tolling, if not applied, there are other states
waiting on the list. Opposition says, the tolling defines what services may be used around the toll roads. Alternate
idea by opposition is a vehicle mileage gas tax.
 Charter Schools bill – Jeanette Cowherd asked for support for the school district. Platte County Schools are an important
selling point for the county. One building in a district falling below 60% pass rate can open the doors for Charter Schools.
No stipulation the school opened must match the failed building, and eight years before the Charter Schools are
accredited. Lack of transportation required for Charter Schools would increase segregation. Charter Schools would be fully
funded.
 Prevailing wage HCS HB 78 - Did not pass. Prevailing wage could be a topic if Gov. Greitens calls a special session.
Government Hearing Committee has held meeting in Maryville, MO, and scheduled additional for Hannibal, Springfield and
Cape Girardeau.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
 MARC is managing the PEL - Planning Environmental Linkages study, which will show the impact of a 2 year closure
and recommending replacement instead, as the two year closure would be detrimental to KCMO growth. Search for
funding construction of a new bridge also continues. Freight Corridor Grant would cover 65% of the cost, leaving 35%
for MoDOT to fund.
 Hurlburt noted, the bridge is owned by MoDOT and ultimately they will drive the process.
 Wes Minder submitted (via email) Buck O’Neil Bridge Resolution for Policy Committee. Elsea asked the committee was
asked if they would support the resolution. McClure made a motion to support, Chambers seconded the motion, and
the motion passed. PCEDC will support the resolution, and present it at the Board meeting on May 19.
“A Better KCI”
 Stephens reported the Consultant helped identify the issue and the message; contract ends this month and most
likely will not be renewed. Pat Klein continues to provide neighborhood messaging.
 Press last week was early, after P3 leak to press. The council members had not been fully versed. Council must review
Memo of understanding, and have hired 3rd party attorney to review. City’s timeline to make a decision is June 15.
 Hurlburt added Congressman are holding off judgement till final numbers come out. Bradley noted, the hard cost is
still 1 Billion.
 Contractors View – McCown Gordon, Reardon – P3 has been on the table; Burns & Mac have multiple partners, there
are still questions out there.
Platte County HBA Stats
 Currently 3,000 single and multi-family homes coming on line in Platte County; Cowherd said that will be about .34
students per household added to the schools.
Next Meeting –
June 15, 2017 at 7:30 - Pending special sessions
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Bradley, Ed Ford, Mike Kellam, Audry Hall, Dr. Jeanette Cowherd, Alicia Stephens, Lynette Palmer
Legislative
Trucks –
 A leading voice in opposing more dangerous truck configurations, the Coalition Against Bigger Trucks (CABT) is a national,
nonprofit grassroots organization that advocates for highway safety and sound transportation policies. PCEDC will continue
to watch the legislation on this issue. Congressman Graves is not in favor of heavier truck, PCEDC is not ready to take a
position.
o 10 State pilot program has been proposed but not passed to allow heavier truck weights for a 15 year study.
KCI Update
 Ed Ford updated: KCMO City Council combined Transportation and Finance Committees meeting is today(Aug. 17 at 9:15)
to review the current ordinance proposals for ballot language. 3 ordinances:
o PCEDC hoping for the following results: 170523 – recommendation to pass; 170439 – recommendation not to pass;
170569 – Public petition Union ballot language – petition is not out of committee.
 Many PCEDC representatives attending the meetings to show support, private financing by local businesses.
 Aaron Schmidt to speak - his point will be the 2016 ballot was stopped because polling went poorly, polling today is
positive. Also, he will note, the 40 PCEDC member companies who have endorsed the single terminal.
 Ed Bradley noted, the USO discussion is important point. KCI is the only major airport without a USO, new terminal will
have one.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
o Committee is chaired by Ed Ford and Bill Dietrich. Dale Brouk and Alicia Stephens also serve on the committee.
o MoDot - Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission, meets in Excelsior Springs in Sept. The bridge
committee will be represented. MARC has approval of $7million for immediate repairs
o Goal of the committee – Find additional funding. Ex. INFRA Grant – MoDOT would need to apply, ask for $100
Million, it’s a national grant, applications are due Nov 2/3.
o Possibly a regional transportation CID, a larger CID could assist a large array of projects, smaller one would only
be for the Buck O’Neil Bridge.
Development Updates
 Brinshore/ HUD - Stephens met with the Brinshore Development representative. Updated information includes: the
southern plot on Platte Purchase road is no longer an option, the plot at Barry Road and Platte Purchase still is an
option, as well as a site on Clay County side. Stephens suggested the old Ramada as an option for tear down, and new
construction. Obstacles still include adequate transportation for Platte County sites.
 New – Coop village – SW Marston & Barry – Buy in senior living condos.
 Raising Cans & Car Wash - Both under construction
 Tueterra - on target for opening.
 TIFs -KCI TIF/ Platte Purchase TIF combining next week . The money for the bridge and Skyview projects are available.
Goal is to get bids this fall.
o Dan O’Dell wants to ensure the stoplights are paid for by the Impact fees.
o It was noted to reach out to Wes Minder to get Impact fees update.
 2 large RFI’s from KCADC last week, both light industrial and a 3rd project call center.
 Platte City is entering into a contract with the Chamber to provide economic development.
Strategic planning –Stephens met with Lisa Franklin (KCPL) and Brett Daffron to discuss a plan. A full strategic plan would be
$60K, not feasible for PCEDC. A scope for a smaller study will be given to Stephens, if the price is reasonable, the goal would
be for an October presentation to the Board. KCPL will assist in the cost of the consultant.

Next Meeting –
September 21, 2017 at 7:30
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Ford, Mike Kellam, Jason Brown (Turner), Alicia Stephens
Legislative
o Alicia Stephens provided the MEDC Veto session review.
KCI Update
 Ed Ford updated: provided an update on the process, the ranking, committee members, previous discussions. He noted
that it will be a vote for Edgemoor or a complete restart.
 Stephens noted her concern for the campaign.
 The committee discussed polling, airport authority, voter turn out.
 Congressman Graves’ staff noted in D.C. last week that the Congressman is eager for KC to move forward with their
decision.
 Kellam noted that convenience is still a key sound byte.
 Edgemoor is doing their presentation to Council today.
 Ed Ford moved to recommend to the board the endorsement of the KCI single terminal ballot language. Kellam
seconded. Motion carried.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
o Ford reported on the meeting to the MODOT Commission.
o KCMO will be the applicant for an Infra Grant and a TIGER grant.
o MODOT Commission has postponed the Cost Share vote until November. We are asking for $3.5MM from
MODOT to be matched by KCMO.
o MODOT Commission has an opening which we hope to have filled from the Northland.
o Possibly a regional TDD with maybe a gas or diesel tax.
o It is expected that Representative Corlew’s transportation taskforce will come forth with some funding ideas.
o
The committee reviewed the Governor’s Innovation Taskforce Report
Development Updates were provided
 Stephens reported that the PCEDC will submit 3 sites for the Amazon proposal
Next Meeting –
October 19, 2017 at 7:30
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Ford, Jason Sanders, Lynn McClure, Matt Barry, Jeff Klein, Mike Chambers, Alicia Stephens, Stephanie
Gillespie
Transportation Funding – Mercury Alliance
 The first conference was last week where an update from the 21st Century Transportation System Task Force was provided.
o State Representative Kevin Corlew’s PowerPoint Presentation included various ideas that have been raised to the task
force.
o Carolyn Kramer with Transportation Investment Advocacy Center also gave a presentation about transportation funding
across the U.S.
Coalition for Investor Choice legislation
 Matt Barry with Congressman Graves office stated that this was just filed in May. They are looking for a sponsor for the bill.
o The coalition is asking for letter of support, but PCEDC will wait to see if it moves out of committee.
o Alicia stated she will reach out to Matt Webster and Gary Anderson for clarification about the legislation.
2018 Legislative Priorities
o The committee reviewed PCEDC 2017 Legislative Priorities to determine Legislative Priorities for 2018.
 Regarding Education, Klein stated that the funding formula notation needs to be reworded. Regarding
Transportation, The 21st Century Transportation System Task Force and the Buck O’Neil Bridge need to be
added.
 Regarding Economic Development, Alicia Stephens stated that KCMO GO Bond can come off for 2018.
o Committee reviewed the Proposed 2018 Kansas City Consensus Agenda for Economic Development. Ford made a
motion to recommend to the full board support of the KC Consensus agenda. McClure seconded. Motion passed with
Barry abstaining.
KCI Update
 Edgemoor presented at the Northland Regional Chamber’s luncheon on October 17.
o The main focus is to spend time with those individuals who are undecided about why a new KCI terminal is needed.
o Alicia stated they were seeking a location to place a sign along I-29. Sanders expressed concern for those who do not
utilize the airport as much not seeing that sign. McClure suggested wrapping buses with information. Alicia stated she
would check into it.
o Sanders expressed concern that the opposition will increase their activity in the last couple of weeks before election.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
 Committee expressed concern about the negative editorial in the Star.
o This needs to be State funded, not just city.
o There were many funding option discussions including an e-tax rebate, tolling and fuel tax increase
Development Updates
 Alicia Stephens reported the following:
o CVS moved their hiring date from February to April.
o City Truck broke ground.
o Exide Technologies’ open house is next week. They state they will be hiring 80 positions.
o Amazon – 4 sites were submitted by the PCEDC.
o The 7301 building (old Ramada hotel), was sold to a buyer through an online auction. Buyer will not be disclosed until
the closing has taken place. This location should remain a business.
o The I-29 overpass by the old Ramada hotel is in the final design stages and construction will begin 2018.
o Still unable to disclose who the tenant will be in the old Lifetouch building.
o The Ambassador One building will be a Hilton Garden Inn.
Next Meeting
November 16, 2017 at 7:30
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In attendance: Jeff Elsea, Ed Ford, Jason Brown, Lynn McClure, Matt Barry, Jeff Klein, Jeanette Cowherd, Ed Bradley, Alicia Stephens,
Stephanie Gillespie
2018 Legislative Priorities
 The committee reviewed PCEDC 2018 Legislative Priorities.
o Education
 Cowherd recommended trying to keep the language similar to the Cooperating School Districts of Greater
Kansas City’s Legislative Priorities.
 Klein suggested if keeping the language regarding the Foundation Formula, to state to maintain the integrity of
the formula.
 McClure suggested adding examples like in the Transportation section.
o Safety (Kansas City Earnings Tax):
 Ford suggested removing from 2018 Legislative Priorities.
o Transportation:
 Ford suggested to change the wording to fuel tax rather than gas tax.
 Barry suggested changing the wording to user fee (miles traveled) rather than mileage travelled fee.
 Ford suggested adding support of Kevin Corlew’s taskforce.
o Economic Development:
 Stephens suggested staying at the 2016 levels.
 Cowherd asked if the support of tax credits should be more specific. Stephens stated she felt it should be
generic rather than specific.
 Stephens stated that the KCMO GO Bond could come off from the 2018 Legislative Priorities.
 Stephens suggested adding support of the reauthorization of Missouri Works as a statutory incentive.
o National:
 Ford suggested naming Buck O’Neil Bridge (Broadway Bridge) in the support of funding for infrastructure
projects.
 Stephens suggests adding opposition of legislation that would curtail tax-exempt financing used by state,
municipalities and 501 (c)3 organizations.
o Bradley made a motion to recommend the approval of the 2018 Legislative Priorities. Cowherd seconded the motion.
Motion passed.
Tax Bill
 Regarding the Tax Bill proposed to eliminate tax-exempt financing used by state, municipalities and 501 (c)3 organizations,
Stephens suggested sending a letter of concern today. Ford made a motion of recommendation to send a letter of concern.
Bradley seconded. Motion passed.
Buck O’Neil Bridge
 MODOT agreed to do a short term fix while waiting on the remainder of the funding.
 The City has applied for a Tiger Grant and Infra Grant.
 Congressman Graves is working on finding the additional funding.
 McClure asked if the EDA can assist. Stephens will check into that.
 Bradley would like to know where the $200 million figure came from. Stephens suggested asking this question at the next
bridge meeting.
Development Updates
 Alicia Stephens provided development updates
Next Meeting
January 18, 2018 at 7:30

